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Fall 2000
Homecoming 2000
Our homecoming activities, Saturday, October 14 at
12:30 PM , will be highlighted by a luncheon in the
Garrett Conference Center Ballroom. We hope you
wi ll make plans to be there. Dr. Jim Martin will Me
the program and our department awards will be
presented. Ticket s arc S 12 each, payable at the
luncheon. To make reservations please phone
(270)745-3151 or send an e-mail to:
agriculture@wku.cdu.
WKV-Ag Needs You
You might think that when you leave "the hill " your
presence wi ll not be missed ..... WRONG. Fonner
students, regardless of whether you graduated or just
spent a few semesters here, are the strength of our
existence. We need your support, both in your local
community and here at WKU-Ag. Let me point out a
few ways you can support our program.
Recruiting: As the number of people involved in
fanning decreases we find that fewer of our students
have a fanning background. This shou ld not be a
hindrance for a new student coming into one of our
programs. In fact three of our biggest programs are
go lf co urse and turf management, horticulture and
pre-vet. Currently about 50% of our students have no
fann experience.
You can tell interested prospecti ve students about
WK U-Ag and our practical applied programs. Be
sure and let us know of junior or senior high school
students who may have an interest in our programs.
Our areas of concentration include; Ag - Business,
Ag-Education, Agronomy- plant science, Agronomysoil science, Animal Science, Dairy Science, Horse
Science, Horticulture, Turf and Golf Course

Management, General Agriculture, Pre-Forestry and
We hope to add
Pre-Veterinary Medici ne.
Biotechnology in the Fall 01'2001.
Jobs : Keep ou r stud ents in mind when looking for
future employees in your busi ness, school s,
government or other opportunities. We continue to
hear how well our students do in the abTTibusiness and
teaching areas. Auburn Uni versity tell s us that our
students continue to be at the tops of their classes in
the Co llege of Veterinary Medicine. Students who are
willing to relocate are in demand in the job market.
We are encouraging our students to learn Spani sh as
their first foreign language because of the increase in
the number of Hi spanic speaking workers involved in
productio n agriculture.
Financial : Uni versities everywhere are looking to
non-state funding for support, WKU-A g is no
different. Our uni versity funded faculty development
funds are almost non-existent. These fund s arc used
primarily as sources of funding for fa cu lty continuing
education. The amount of money available for each
faculty mcmber is not enough to pay for even a round
trip ticket , meeting regi stration and lodging at a
scientific meeting. Your contributions provide a
source of fund s for faculty development and new
equipment. This year we were able to purchase two
d igital projectors and a camera overhead projector
wi th your contributions. When you receive a phone
call or mai ling from the WKU fund raising office
please do the foll ow ing;
I) tell them you want your contribution to go to
Agriculture;
2) think abo ut how yo ur cont ribut ion can help
o ur program;
3) we appreciate all donations, if you can send us
$ 100, $200 or more it will greatly assist our

4)

I'm sorry I will miss homecoming this year due to a
commitment made three years ago to participate in a
meeting in the Netherlands. I hope all of you enjoy
the activities, football game and friendship.

program;
if you wish to establish a program where you
donate a significant amount of funds over a 5
year period we can arrange a meeting with our
development office.
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Summcr Class in Ecuador!

Who & What's Ncw
Imagine freezing at the equator in mid-July whilc
learning about agriculture in the Andes!
WKU
agricultural students participated in AGRI 475 Development Issues in Ecuador, including a twelveday Field Trip to the Andean Region of Ecuador.
Topics explored included:
floral exportation,
dollarization of the economy, potato and dairy
production, culture including fiestas and bargaining at
indian markets and participating in the first Leaders of
Agricu lture III Ecuador (LAE) International
Leadership Camp. Participants included: Kent
Anderson, Lyndsay McCaslin, Kristi Broadbent,
Jamie Guffey, Jose Santiago, Daniel Smith, Jay
Morgan and Brenda Oldfield. Another trip is planned
for Spring Break of2001!

Dr. Byron Sleughjoined our faculty inJanuary 2000.
Bryon is a forage specialist and came to us from Iowa
State University. Byron's teaching and research has
strengthened our agronomy program and increased
our research potential. B)'Ton was named the year
2000 "Emerging Young Scientist" at the recent
meeting of the American Forage and Grassland
Council in Madison, Wisconsin.
Dr. David Stiles is spending the Fall of 2000 on
sabbatical in Brazil. David li ved thcre for several
years and has many friends and family in that country.
David wi ll be doing research and teaching. I'm sure
he will bring back somc enjoyable stories from his
activities.

Student Teachers
Drs. Becky Gilfillen, Todd Willian, Byron Sleugh
will be working with the USDA - Agriculture
Research Service at Mississippi State University on
environmental research projects starting after October
1,2000. This funded research will include projects at
WKU involving fertility, forage production, ground
water contamination and nitrogen and phosphate
levels in soil s treated with poultry litter.

The following students completed Student Teaching
during the Spring Semester:

Tour the Farm
You can now take a self-guided tour of the
Agricultural Research and Education Complex
(AREC), the WKU farm. Just pull in the front
entrance between the brick posts and stop at the selfguided tour sign on your left. A mailbox mounted on
the sign contains printed infonnation about the
different projects, which are on going at the complex.
Just follow the map and look at the numbers posted at
various locations of the research and teaching
activities.

Name

Utcation

Coop. Teacher

John Allen
Chad Askins
Brian Ballou
Kristi Broadbent
Ben Davenport
Kerwin Ewing
Tommie Green
Ryan Harpole
Pier Hutton
Matt Johnson
Brad Tuttle
Joey Reynolds
Jason Sadler
Chris Stahl

Metcalfe Co.
Apollo
White House, TN
Barren Co.
Larue Co.
Barren Co.
Allen Co.
Apollo
Greenwood
Franklin-Simpson
Portland, TN
Franklin-Simpson
Central Hardin
Logan Co.

Ronnie Smith
Johnnie Story
Mike Akridge
Chris Schalk
Tim Quiggins
Joe Moore
Ferrell Oliver
James Morgan
Ron Tipton
David Duncan
Terry Shartzer
Denn is Wright
Larry Hendrick
Brian Estes

In the Spring of 200 I student teachers will be in the
school the entire semester coming back to campus for
a Seminar on Friday of each week! An interesting

Sorry From Dr. Britt
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For the past two summers my (Dr. Becky Giltillen)
research has focused on vegetable crop production
utilizing four different fertility treatments: surfac e leaf
mulch and inorganic fertilizer, inorganic fertilizer
only. organic fertilizer, and Y:z inorganic + Y2 organic.
Vegetables investigated this past Summer include:
tomatoes, green peppers, banana peppers, and green
beans. Data were gathered on soil samples for soil
moisture, nutrient content, and pH. Crop yield and
leaf nutrient content were also quantified. Several
faculty, graduate students and undergraduate students
have assisted in gathering data for these experiments.
These people include Dr. Todd Willian, Dr. Byron
Sleugh, Dawn Ovesen, Summer Dixon-Ovesen, Chad
Goldman, and Dan Wilhoit.

change is the alternate school year where schools
operate on a 9-week basis with a 2 - 3 week break in
Fall, Christmas, and Spring. About three of four
systems in Central and Southern Kentucky are now on
Alternate School Calendars. Block scheduling and
KERA initiatives are also new for many alumni.
Congratulations, New Teachers!
Ben Annis
John Allen
Kerwin Ewing
Krist in Hall

Ryan Harpole
Heidi Hayden
Chandra Hobbs
Justin Horton
Tommy Green
Brad Tuttle

Butler Co.
Metcalfe Co.
Florida
North Hardin
Webster Co.
Meade Co.
West Hardin Middle
Wayne Co.
Georgia
Portland Middle

Forage Research
Two forage research projects were initiated in the
Spring and Summer this year.

PLOW Keeps Plowin'

Grazing alfalfa study: six varieties of grazing alfalfa
are being evaluated for grazing tolerance and stand
persistence for possible use on the WKU farm. This
is an exciting project initiated by Curtis Mitchell , the
WKU Farm Manager. We have gotten three harvests
off the field so far this season and will begin grazing
next Spring. Stop by if you can, it is located on the
east si de of the dairy, off Bennett Lane.

Project PLOW (People Learning Others Ways) is a
grant sponsored by the USDA "Fund for Rural
Development" desib'11ed to encourage producers to
learn more about Spanish language and Latino culture
and workers to improve their knowledge of English
and US culture. The project was piloted two years in
Daviess County. This year PLOW classes are being
held in Logan, Russell, Barren and Hancock Counties.
For more infonnation call David Co ffey at (270) 7455962.

Warm Season Grass Project: This is a USDA
funded project to determine if warm season grasses
can improve soil conservation by lowering erosion
more than traditional fescue pastures. Demonstration
plots with four warm season grasses (lndiangrass,
Switchgrass, Big Blue Stem, and Eastern Gamma
Grass) were also established. Establishment of these
plots was severely affected by the drought and weed
competition. We may have to reseed next year.

Soil Judging
For the first time WKU had a soil judging team
compete in the Southeastern Regional Competition of
the American Society of Agronomy Contest held last
Fall at Richmond, KY.
As a first year team
competing against several land grant and regional
universities, WKU placed in the top 10. Team
members included: Amanda Canty, Andy Mathias,
Tony Oakes, and Meredith Newton. Thi s Fall we
have six students participating in the competition that
will take place in Cookeville, TN on October 27.
These students are Amanda Canty, Andy Mathias,
Josh Major, Ian Crockett, Jason Groves, and Autumn
Holloway.

We recently acquired some new audio-visual
equipment to augment our teaching/research and other
activities. We now have two new Epson 7500C
digital projectors and an Elmo document
camera/projector. These will go well with the two
new laptop computers that were bought earlier thi s
Summer.

Vegetable Research

The Elmo will give added flexibility to our faculty as
3
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Kentucky and received close to S200,000 external
funding which has significant impact to our program.
The research of turfgrass science at Western include
several exciting activities. I) The writing team (Dr.
Haibo Liu, Dr. James Martin, Dr. Jack Rudolph , and
Mrs. Joan Martin) has been working on a national
high school turfgrass education curriculum since last
November with $ 149,300 in funding from the
National Council for Agricultural Education. 2) The
graduate level of education of turfgrass science at
Western has been initiated and currently we have two
graduate students, Mr. Aaron Mathews and Ms .
Whitney Elmore. 3) Recently, we have received a
USDA fund of $ 15,000 on a research project of
national Kentucky bluegrass evaluation under shade
conditions for next three years. 4) In the last four
years, we have received $23,500 from Kentucky
Turfgrass Council , Kentuckiana Golf Course
Superintendent Association, Novartis, and The Scotts
Company for research projects and maintaining the
two hole golf course located at the WK U Fann. Th e
turfgrass program has received donations of
fertilizers, pesticides, and irrigati on supplies in a total
amount of more than $11 ,000 from Novartis, The
Scotts Company, Andersons, Taro, and Rain-bird. 5)
Current research projects include lower soil pH study
at Lincoln Homestead Golf Course; low nitrogen
input with compost material s for creeping bent grass
fa irways; plant growth regulator applicati on on seeded
Bennuda grass cultivars; locali zed dry spot on
creeping bentgrass greens; and aluminum tolerance of
turfgrasses. Our goal is to focus on applied research
in the transition zone with both cool-season and
wann-season turfgrasses and enhance the turfgrass
education program by providing our students with the
most updated knowledge and training.

it can eliminate the time consuming task of passingaround-the-class of a single object or sample. Plus,
you can put textbooks, pictures, seeds, plants, etc. on
the Elmo and project it on the screen in clear, sharp 3D.
The two new digital projectors mean we have a total
of three digital projectors for our use (the Proxima
still works). There is also an AN cart that was
purchased through the Dean's Office for use in the
Environmental Science and Technology Building.

Turf Club and Research
The Turf Club at Western Kentucky University was
fanned in 1996. The first club president was the
department outstanding senior of 1999, Mr. Scott
Siechert, currently holds an assistant superintendent
position at Valhalla Golf Course. Crag Mylar and
Dave Knox were the past presidents of the club in
1997 and 1998, respectively. Current ly, Jeremy Lee
is the president of the club. The other officials are
Brady Doran (vice president), George Stiles
(treasurer), and Matt McCaslin (secretary). The club
officially belongs to the national Golf Course
Superintendent Association of America (GCSAA) as
In thc last four years, the club
a local chapter.
organized the members to attend three national
GCSAA meetings and four local meetings. In the
past four years, the club has raised over $8,500 from
different activities including special projects at local
go lf courses such as aerification of greens and tees
and donations received from the turf industry to
support their trips. The club members have received
more than $ 19,000 in scholarships from Kentucky
Turfgrass Council and Kentuckiana Golf Course
Superintendents Association in the last four years.
Mr. Aaron Mathews, graduate student of turfgrass
science, representing the Western Turf Club won the
highest score in the GCSAA national meeting in the
Turf Bowl Competition. Currently, the club is
preparing for the next GCSAA meeting in Dallas and
the KTC meeting in Covington this Fall. The turf
club hosted one Kentucky Turfgrass Counci l Board
meeting in 1999. Dr Haibo Liu, Mr. Pete Dotson ,
and Dr. Jack Rudolph serve as the club advisors.

Taylor Center Face Lift!
Well things are hard to get started but once they start
improvement is easy to spot. The front of the Taylor
Center was badly damaged by the hail stonn that has
faded from recent memory. We are replacing siding,
windows and adding a new front porch. The in side
has also been improved by making the classroom
larger by removing an interior wall. Stop by an see
the changes.

In the fast four years, the turfgrass program at Western
has become the largest turf undergraduate program in

Current Graduate Students
4
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Matt Deppe is from laMotte, Iowa and is working on
a thesis project under the guidance of Dr. Gordon
Jones. Matt's thesis research focuses on sw ine
reproduction. Matt also assists Dr. Jones in teaching
freshman and sophomore level animal science classes
and laboratories.

Summer Dixon-Ovesen is a Bowling Green native and
a former graduate from the Department of
Agriculture. Summer's thesis research is directed by
Dr. Todd Willian and focuses on the effects of heat
stress on high oil com. Summer was recently elected
to the Ceres International Women's Fraternity Board.

Dawn Ovesen, from Magnolia, Kentucky received a
B.S. in Agriculture from WKU in May 2000 and is
beginning her graduate c1asswork this Fall semester.
Dawn's thesis research focuses on morning-glory
control strategies in GMO and non-GMO soybeans.
Dawn's major advisor is Dr. Todd Willian.

Matthew John currently resides in Edmonson County,
Kentucky and began M.S. degree c1asswork thi s Fall
semester under the direction of Dr. Becky Gilfillen.
Chad Goldman, from Haubstadt, Indiana received a
B.S. in Agriculture from WKU and is currently
pursuing a M.S. degree under the direction of Dr.
Todd Willian. Chad's research focuses on weed
management in field com with mesotrione herbicide.

Whitney Elmore is from Lucas, Kentucky and is
working on a thesis project under the guidance of Dr.
Haibo Liu. Whitney's thesis research focuses on
management of hydrophobic soils in turfgrass.

Mandy Thompson hails from Logan County,
Kentucky and is pursuing a M.S. in Agriculture under
the direction of Dr. Todd Willian. Mandy'S thesis
research investigates the influence of topping height
and suckercides on dark fire cured tobacco growth and
yield. Mandy's research project is funded via a
scholarship donated by U.S. Tobacco Company,
Hopkinsville, Kentucky.

Aaron Mathews, from Russell ville, Kentucky received
his B.S. in Agriculture from WKU in 1999 and is
currently investigating compost addition to bentgrass
golf greens under the direction of Dr. Haibo Liu.
Aaron's recent activities include a Summer European
tour and being awarded the 2000 Turf Bowl
Champion.

Joanna Coles is investigating weed control options in
burley and dark air cured tobacco under the direction
of Dr. Todd Willian. Joanna currently serves as adult
agriculture extension agent for Logan County,
Kentucky.

Mona Rhodes hail s from Owensboro, Kentucky.
Mona received a 8.S. in Elementary Education from
Brescia College and has recently began a M.S. degree
under the direction of Dr. Jim Martin. Mona's thesis
research will focus on pruning techniques versus
growth regulators for controlling the height of
selected herbaceous perennials.

WKU Animal Science Graduates
Pursuing Graduate Degrees

Emily Troyer, from Sugarcreek, Ohio received a B.S.
in Agriculture from WKU and is currently pursuing
a M.S. degree under the direction of Dr. David Stiles.
Emily's research investigates constructed wetlands as
a waste management option. Emily is currently
working for the National Institute for Animal
Agriculture.

Charles Farber, a 1998 WKU graduate from Logan
County, will be completing the M. S. degree in swine
molecular genetics in the Animal Science Department
at Michigan State University in December. Following
graduation from Michigan State, Charles will be
moving to Davis, CA to continue graduate studies in
molecular genetics and physiology. He has been
awarded a research assistantship in the Department of
Animal Science. When Charles graduated from WK U
in 1998, he won the National Block and Bridle
Outstanding Senior Award, indicative of the
outstanding animal science senior in the entire U.S.

Amanda Canty, from Clinton, Kentucky is a recent
WKU graduate (B.S. in Agriculture, May 2000) and
began graduate classwork thi s Fall semester. Dr.
Becky Gilfillen is directing Amanda's thesis research
which will investigate soil properties related to
poultry litter application to orchard grass pasture.

Jessica Gentry has just completed course work toward
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the Ph.D. in meat science at Texas Tech University in
Lubbock, TX. Jessica serves as a research and
teaching graduate assistant in the Department of
Animal Science at Texas Tech. Her dissertation
research deals with the attributes of pork from "free
range" pigs as compared to conventionally reared
pigs. Jessica ,,'Taduated with the B.S. ( 1996) and M.S.
(1998) degrees in Animal Science from WKU. She is
from Larue County.

co-op students at Valhalla. Moody and Thompson
devoted their time at Valhalla mowing greens, tees,
and fairways. They also maintained bunkers, areas
around the tees and greens, applied pesticides, and
coordinated irrigation. Each were responsible for
three holes.
What is most significant about this co-op project with
Thompson and Moody is that they were training at
onc of the best golf courses in the nation; there was
not margin for error in their work.

Doug Newcom, a 1999 WKU animal science
graduate, has just completed course work for his M.S.
degree in swine breeding from Iowa State University.
He has held a research assistantship while working on
the M.S. degree, and he has just been awarded an
assistantship to pursue the Ph.D. degree in swine
breeding at Iowa State.
Doug's hometown is
Winchester, IN.

Mark Wilson, superintendent of Valhalla's golf
course, said both students did a fine job. Scott Sickert
(Dec. '99 grad of WKU's turf program) is also
working directly under Wilson as assistant
superintendent.
Haibo Liu and Pete Dotson, faculty in Western's turf
program, joined the grounds crew as volunteers. Both
faculty donated services a week prior to the PGA
championship as well as the week of the tournament.
Dotson mowed fairways and Liu mowed tces. Retired
Ag faculty member, Jim Worthington, mowed
practice tees as well.

Amanda Ramer has just enrolled at Iowa State
University to pursue the Ph.D. debTTee in
Immunobiology. She was awarded both a research
assistantship and a tuition scholarship for her
outstanding undergraduate record at WK U. Amanda
received the B.S. degree from WKU in May, 2000
with a major in biochemistry and a minor in animal
science. She won the 1999 National Block and Bridle
Club Award as the Outstanding Junior in the U.S. and
she is a finalist for the Outstanding Senior Award,
which will be announced at the National Convention
in November.

Two additional students and a recent grad uate came in
the week of the PGA championship to join the 60+
volunteers and regular work crew at Valhalla. The
daily challenge of the crew was to have everything
ready for play by 7:30 each morning. Even with a
3.5" rainfall early Friday morning, play was delayed
by only one hour! This was only possible because of
the large number of staff and volunteers. Of thi s
group there was a total of nine Western students,
recent graduates, and faculty.
Western had a
significant presence at Valhalla in August.

During their senior years at WKU, each of the above
students won scholarships to attend the International
Livestock Congress Beef Cattle program in Houston,
TX.
WKU is the on ly university east of the
Mississippi to have had a recipient for each ofthe first
four years of this prestigious program.

Agricultural Ambassadors
WKU Turf at Valhalla
The Agricultural Ambassadors have become a very
active and effective group of the department's finest
students. They represent us in a number of ways
including recruitment dinners, FF A events, school
visitations, etc. They invest a lot of time in contacting
prospective students by phone and helping with our
fund raising call s. They conduct tours of the fann ,
meet families of prospective students, and plan and
stage our Welcome Back Party each Fall semester.

If you attended the 82 00 PGA Golf Championship in
August or watched it on national television, and you
were impressed with the well manicured Valhalla
Golf Course, WKU students and faculty were
involved.
WKU Turfstudents Brad MoodyofFranklin, KY and
Ray Thompson of Cox's Creek, KY were Summer
6
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auction in Aalsmere, not too far from Amsterdam.
The scale of the facility in which the auction is held is
mind boggling. The daily auctions of cut flowers and
potted plants are in the millions of dollars with goods
being purchased and shipped around the world. The
variety of plants and flowers is a challenge to identify,
even for a talented teacher.

You will get to meet most of them this year at our
annual alumni luncheon on October 14.
As part of their training, all but one of the
Ambassadors and their advisors (J im Martin and
Gordon Jones), went to San Luis Obispo in January
for the annual conference of similar groups. Our
Ambassadors were called on to do a presentation for
the conference, demonstrating their highly effective
techniques of phone recruitment.

We were in the Netherlands the night the national
soccer learn was playing their semifinal game in the
Euro 2000. Everything was orange - shirt s, skirts,
awnings, beer (I just made that up), but everywhere
you looked the national colors were being displayed.
It was a party night, but unfortunately they lost! Still
a good time had by all. As a side note, we were in
Paris when France won the championship, that was a
wild night! They really take their soccer (football)
seriously.

This year's Ambassadors are Kristie Broadbent, Dana
White, Joe Thomas, Caryn Rager, Sarah Sallee,
Ryan Wonderlich, Brad Morehouse, Emily Hartzell ,
Ang-"e" McGinnis, and Jeremy Lee. Advisors are
Gordon Jones and B)'Ton Sleugh.

Great Garden's Tour of Europe

A Rhine River cruise in Gennany to see the vineyards
coming down the hillsides was spectacularly
beautiful. The castles interspersed among the vines
were picture post card perfect. The Palmengarten in
Frankfort was one of the finest all around gardens we
visited and is a must see if you are ever in the area.

Thi s Summer a group of 20, headed by Jim Martin
flew to Brussels, Belgium to begin at two week,
whirlwind tour of some of Europe's fine st cities, and
great gardens. Fonner Department Head, Luther
Hughes, and his wife Brenda were part of the group.
Luther functioned as an assistant to the talented
leader, and gained excellent experience that will
surely make him a more effective Associate Vice
President.

The intimate and luxuriant gardens of Monet at
Giverny are a shear delight. To walk among the
plants immortalized by thi s famous impressioni st left
us all with a life long impression.

The tour took us to Amsterdam, Frankfurt, Paris,
Canterbury, and London with many other stops along
the way.
For students, it was a life-changing
experience learning to deal with so many countries,
customs, and currencies in such a short period of time.
What tied it all together was an excellent driver from
the Netherlands who met us at the airport and was
with us the entire trip. He bonded well with the group
and provided us opportunities we might not have had
otherwise.

We went to England by way of the Chunnel. Our
coach drove right into a railroad car and was
transported under the English Channel in a manner of
minutes.
It IS an amazing engineering
accomplishment, though not the most scenic way to
see the Channel.
One of the most memorable sights was coming up the
English side of the Channel and seeing that serene
landscape. It reminded em of a movie I once enjoyed,
"This Garden England"; all of England is truly a
garden. At Hampton Court we saw the most fantastic
di splay of gardens and plants you can imagine as part
of their annual garden festival.

The gardens we visited were spectacular, they fill you
with inspiration and joy. The rich array of flowers
throughout Europe add so much beauty to these old,
venerable cities. For a horticulturist, it is an eye
opening experience, and motivates us to do a better
job of implementing great gardens here at home.
Look of new development!

All in all, it was an exciting adventure for all the
participants. It was my seventh trip to Britain and
Europe and it was as exciting, perhaps more so, than

One ofthe spectacular events was attending the flower
7
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Vice President: Casey Shaff
Secretary: Margie Zoglmann
Treasurer: Amy Jo Fourshee
ExecUlive Assistant : Brad Morehouse
Marshal l: Chri s Na lley
Reporter: Chad Wilson
SBQ Chairs: Craig BlacklRyan Millcr
Soc ial Chairs: Amanda Oates/Ashley Tudor
New Member Ambassador: Clint Steele
Alumni Secretaries: Kammie Jackson
Melissa Kron
Scrapbook Cha ir: Emi ly Hartzell
Advisors: Dr. Gordon Jones
Dr. Nevil Specr
Dr. David Stiles

any I have taken. International travel should be a high
priority for college students. This is how they learn to
navigate in unfamiliar waters. Thi s is how many will
now be able to seek employment and careers outside
ofthciT own country.

Block and Bridle
The 1999-2000 academic year was a very successful
onc for the Block and Bridle club and its members
continue to be very active! Highlights of the year
included the Little North American and a trip to

Atlanta for the annual national conventi on. At the
convention, Amanda Ramer received the Outstanding
Junior award. This is the second award of thi s type in
recent years as Charles Farber was named the
Outstanding Senior just two years ago. Amanda is
also a top-three finali st for the Outstandi ng Senior
Award; final results wi ll be announced at the 2001
Convention in St. Louis. Additionally, WKU's B&B
Chapter received second place in the category of
chapter act ivities.

We look forward to seei ng all of you at Homecoming!
Agriculture Business Club
The Agriculture Business Cl ub is a student
organizat ion open to all majors here at Western
Kentucky Uni versity. The emphasis on the club is on
the business aspect of Agriculture. The faculty
advisor is Dr. Al Bedel. This past year the student
President was Brad Lacefield and Vice-president Josh
Detre. Last Fall the club took an educational field trip
to Chi cago, Il l. Twelve students from Western went
to Chicago and vi sited the Chicago Board of Trade,
Mercantile Exchange, Scars Tower, Shedd Aquarium ,
Museum of Science and Industry, and Federal Reserve
Building. Thi s trip was perfect example of

Fall always marks the beginning of a new year and
Block and Bridle Ini tiation Week. The club will
maintain a week of activities designed primarily for
new students concluding with the Initi ation Banquet
on September 13 . We are excited about the upcoming
year. The club will stay active with Homecoming,
barbecue events, highway trash maintenance and other
community service project s.

the effect of Agri·business has in the real world. The
club also had a few guest speakers that spoke on their
views and past experiences with Agriculture. The
cl ub is planni ng for another trip this Fall and other
activities. If there are any questions regarding thi s
club, please contact Dr. AI Bedel.

The year 200 1 will mark the 25 th Anniversary of the
WKU Block and Bridle Chapter, and many B&B
alumni have expressed interest in attending a reunion
or Ann iversary Celebration. We are excited to
anno unce that the event will be held as a part of the
200 1 Little North American and B&B Banquet o n
April 7, 200 1. Each " identified" alumnus will receive
a letter in a few weeks outlining more detai ls of the
event; however, the alumni li st is not complete. If you
are a B&B alumnus and would like to attend the
event, please send a card or note to Dr. Jones at the
WKU Department of Agriculture.

Ceres Women's Fraternity
Ceres Women 's Fraternity has a busy schedule for the
Fall 2000 semester. We are coming offofan exciting
year last year which is highli ghted byourparticipalion
in our first Greek Week Tug·of·War and coming out
the winner. Thi s Fall we have eight new pledges that
should be a good addition to the fraternity. The
semester is al so full of several Sisterhood function s
that have been planned and a Night of Awareness.

Officers for the 2000· 2001 Academic Year arc as
fo llows:
President: Ryan Wonderlich
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We are planning on having an Association meeting on
October 14 (Homecoming) at 10:00 a.m. with a light
breakfast being served.
All Ceres alumni are
welcome to attend our Founder's Day Chilli Supper,
November 19, which is being planned to celebrate the
day we chartered.
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Alpha Gamma Rho
Over the past year the brothers of Alpha Gamma Rho
have recruited 20 new brothers. We have worked
hard to carry on our great tradition as Greek Week
champions another year, making it 16 in a row. Last
Fall we conquered the overall championship of
homecoming with the sisters of Alpha Delta Pi. We
also started a new fundraising event with the Dream
Factory. We designed a very unique event known as
"The Race for Dreams" which was held at Race
World on Scottsville Road. Through this fundraiser
we were able to provide families with computers and
for one family they were given a trip to Disney World.
So with these small steps in wining and helping out
people in need we were able to keep the &1feat Green
and Gold of Alpha Gamma Rho alive by working hard
and never giving up.

Keep us Infonned:

AGRICULTURE ALUMNI
Namc ___________________________________________

We want to hear from you
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
and to share your news
with other alumni. Send
Home Phone _ _____________ Work Phone _ _ _ _ __
us your news on this fonn
Class _ __ _

Degree(,) _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

to the address below.
Your Employer ___________________________________
Enclose another sheet if
Address ______ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
you have additional
infonnation.
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Job Title _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __
Achievements and Events _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Com ments _ _ __ __ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Department of Ab'ficuiture
Western Kentucky University

I Big Red Way
Bowling Green, KY 42101 -3576

Address Service Requested
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